Fatal thrombocytopenia and thrombocytopathia: an unusual onset of non-small cell lung cancer.
Although bone marrow is a common site of micrometastases for non-small cell lung cancer (NSCLC), thrombocytopathia and hemorrhagic diathesis are rare causes of death. A 57-year-old patient was admitted to the emergency room because of massive nosebleeding and hemoptysis. Routine blood analysis showed thrombocytopenia and prolonged bleeding time; results of functional platelet tests suggested concomitant thrombocytopathia. Routine chest X-ray revealed an 18 mm large spot in the right superior lobe. During the first hour of recovery the patient had another episode of nosebleeding. A bone marrow biopsy showed a wide infiltration with neoplastic cells. Histology was compatible with NSCLC. The clinical conditions and hematological parameters progressively deteriorated, and on the third day the patient died because of hypovolemic shock. This is a very rare clinical presentation of NSCLC characterized by massive bleeding due to thrombocytopenia and thrombocytopathia secondary to wide bone marrow infiltration.